APPEENTICE  TO AN ENGRAVER.

Mr. Bond, on bis part, was satisfied with, the drawings
which Mr. Severn showed him, particularly with one of the
Ghost in Hamlet, and agreed to take Joseph as an appren-
tice for seven years on his father's guarantee as to the
fulfilment of the stipulations concerning partial board and
accommodation.

It was an important change for the young would-be artist,
no doubt, and perhaps may have been more Influential for
good than he was ever willing to allow. Yet it was the
beginning of a long period of fret and unhappiness. In his
own words, he " was popped unwittingly into slavery, and
doomed to stab copper for seven long years." In the first
few months he was well content, for though he had some
qualms at being so rigidly bound by the indenture, after
he had made such rapid progress that Mr. Bond became
anxious lest so promising a pupil should leave his service,
he rejoiced in his new surroundings and comparatively
congenial work. After some months of exercises in
drawing, chiefly in copying in Indian ink prints by
Bartolozzi, he was set " to stab the copper." At first this
interested him greatly, and he was an apt pupil; but
when he wished to devote himself more exclusively to
drawing, Mr. Bond held him to the terms of the agreement,
and in every way discouraged all original effort. A feeling
of resentment towards the engraver grew in young Severn's
mind, unjustifiably in some respects, for Mr. Bond had
bargained for an assistant in his trade and not for the
superintendence of an ambitious and restless young artist:
though, on the other hand, neither he nor Mr. Severn seems
to have made the youth clearly understand the nature of
the indenture.

It was about this time, however, that he began to find
some solace in the study of literature. The " epics and
histories" which he read eagerly in his few periods of
leisure when he could not be working at his drawings
further stimulated his inventive faculty. The desire to
create became almost a passion, and slowly he began to feel
his way towards independent accomplishment, though aslliam
